
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Persons with Disability Faith Formation Ministry Resource: 

 
Loyola Press has created a new resource titled The Adaptive Teacher 

whose goal is to assist veteran and novice catechists alike how to 

maximize the effectiveness of their lessons with concrete strategies that 

will benefit all learners and can be implemented in one’s classroom 

today.  What I appreciated most about this resource was that its 

practical knowledge is firmly planted in the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

 

The additional resources section is worth the price of the book alone.  

Included in this section is: 

 an assessment piece on measuring how inclusive your parish is 

 a model of an inclusive learning environment 

 a people-first language guide 

 a participant information form 

 sensory considerations questionnaire for parents 

 …and much more. 

 

To find out more or to purchase this resource, follow this link 

https://www.loyolapress.com/sitecore/commerce/products/loyola-press-shop/books/the-adaptive-

teacher  

 

There is also bulk discounts when one purchases 10 or more copies.   

 

AFF Strategy and activity on knowing Jesus: 

 

Programs like Alpha and ChristLife have 

become essential tools in our parish community 

in reaching adults who are in the pre-

evangelization and evangelization stages.  A 

strategy to use in a stand-alone session such as a 

parent meeting for sacraments or an RCIA 

inquiry session is to ask participants to identify 
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what they have come to know about Jesus and to explain how God’s revelation of Jesus is 

communicated to us through the Scriptures and our Tradition. 

 

1 – Ask each participant to write a paragraph or two that would serve as an introduction to Jesus 

for someone who didn’t know him.  Ask them to use the information they already know and 

assure them that each introduction will be awesome.  You can have them work in pairs especially 

if you have a large group.  Have each person or each team share their introduction. 

2 – After the group sharing introduce the following questions: 

A – Joust how do people find out about Jesus and his message? 

B – How do people gain reliable information about Jesus and his message?  (This 

question raises the point that all information may not be accurate.)   

C – Have participants pair up and answer these questions and then invite group sharing. 

3 – Next question for each person to consider, “How have you come to your current knowledge 

of Jesus?  After a few moments have them share with another participant.  After sharing is 

coming to an end, invite volunteers to share their answers.  (Your role is to see where your 

ministry and can help them fill in the picture and more importantly help them with tools to do 

this for a lifetime.) 

4 – Introduce the Church’s Tradition by asking these questions to the entire group:  

A – How did the information about Jesus get passed on accurately to the members of the 

early Church from those who walked with and listened to Jesus?   

B – How did that information get preserved accurately through the last two thousand 

years of history?   

C – How can one find out today if his or her own understanding of Jesus is reliable and 

worthy of real faith and conviction? 

5 – Summarize the key points of the discussion by presenting how the Catholic understanding of 

God as revealed through Jesus is handed on. 

A – Our understanding is based on the foundation laid by Jesus and supported by popes, 

bishops, priests, teachers, parents and all the faithful.  This includes biblical revelation 

and our tradition as preserved and interpreted through the years. 

B – The Church passes on faith through the Sacred Scriptures, doctrine, dogma, 

sacramental life and our moral teachings. 

C – The Creed is the essential list of primary teachings and that is why it a significant 

part of every Sunday Eucharist and other major feast days.   

 

Essential Free Ministry Webinar on Bullying by NFCYM – September 10 at 1:00 PM CDT: 

 

Bruises on the inside:  

The Changing 

Landscape of Bullying 
 

Tuesday, September 10 at 1:00 

pm CDT 

 

Presented by Roy Petitfils 

 



Registration Link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8283369156010813451  

 

Bullying is a significant cause of stress, anxiety, depression, self-harm and suicide in youth.  In 

this webinar, you’ll learn what bullying is and is not, it’s most prevalent forms, the psychology 

of the aggressor and the victim, differences in male and female bullying as well as individual and 

institutional preventive and response strategies.  

 

Roy Petitfils, MS, LPC has served in schools as a teacher, campus minister, counselor, and 

administrator.  He is currently a psychotherapist at a Catholic counseling center, specializing in 

working with adolescents.  Roy has written several books including his What Teens Want You to 

Know (But Don’t Tell You).  Roy speaks at workshops, conferences, and retreats and hosts the 

Today’s Teenager podcast 

 

Catechetical Sunday 2019: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 15, 2019 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Readings:  

Ex 32:7-11,13-14/ 1 TM 1:12-17/ LK 15:1-32/PS 51:3-4,12-13, 17, 19 2 

 

This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on September 15, 2019.  The 2019 

theme will be "Stay With Us."  Those who the Community has designated to serve as catechists 

will be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry.  Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful 

opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the 

faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to 

rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of faith.  IT is also an opportunity for the 

pastor to commission all who will be responsible for passing on the faith in the name of the 

parish community. 

 

Follow this link to download the USCCB Catechetical Sunday materials: 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/stay-

with-us/index.cfm 

 

The materials include articles (including Julianne Stanz), podcasts (including Dr. Bob McCarty), 

videos (from Roy Petitfils – if you have never heard him he is awesome), liturgy resources 

(including a commissioning service), prayer cards and posters.   
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